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Please get a parent Blackboard/SIS account

e Messages for full Diploma students are sent t
Blackboard.

e Every email associated with the student ¢
receive messages.
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What are the requirements for the
full IB Diploma?

e Three Standard Level (SL)
and three Higher Level (HL)
IB courses

e Theory of Knowledge
e Extended Essay

e Creativity Activity Service
(CAS)
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Testing Junior Year
Students may take a maximum of two IB SL exams in 11t grade.

Eligible subjects are:

IB Computer Science SL

IB Biology SL

IB Chemistry SL

IB Business and Management SL
IB Design Technology SL

IB Psychology SL

IB World Religions SL
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Extended Essay

 Anindependent, self-directed
piece of research, culminating
in a 4,000-word paper.

* Intended to promote high-level
research and writing skills,
intellectual discovery and
creativity.

e Provides students with an
opportunity to engage in
personal research on a topic of
choice, under the guidance of a
supervisor.
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A study of the extended essay
conducted by UVA found that...

* Interviewees indicated the their experience with
completion of the IB extended essay supported skills
such as gathering and evaluating evidence, writing,
and time management, and reduced anxiety around
writing.

o A statistically significant relationship existed between
extended essay scores and first-semester and final-
semester college GPAs, after controlling for
background characteristics.

(Inkelas, Swan, Pretlow and Jones 2013).






CAS (Creativity, Activity, and Service)
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Theory of Knowledge
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Theory of Knowledge Prescribed Titles, May 2018

 “The fields of study of academic disciplines can overlap, but adopting interdisciplinary
approaches to the production of knowledge leads only to confusion.” Discuss this claim.

 “We know with confidence only when we know little; with knowledge doubt increases”
(adapted from JW von Goethe). Discuss this statement with reference to two areas of
knowledge.

 “Without the assumption of the existence of uniformities there can be no knowledge.”
Discuss this claim with reference to two areas of knowledge.

 “Suspension of disbelief” is an essential feature of theatre. Is it essential in other areas
of knowledge? Develop your answer with reference to two areas of knowledge.

e “The quality of knowledge produced by an academic discipline is directly proportional
to the duration of historical development of that discipline.” Explore this claim with
reference to two disciplines.

e “Robust knowledge requires both consensus and disagreement.” Discuss this claim with
reference to two areas of knowledge.



IB Course Registration

e Students will be asked to verify their courses by the end of
October.

* Fees are assessed for IB course changes after the first qu
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12 points
must be

from three
HL courses
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Princeton University
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What we learned from admissions officers

* Interest matters.
Colleges log the number of times you visit, whether you interview with the
school or an alumnus, if you attend an overnight visit.

 The representative presenting at a South Lakes college visit is

typically the admissions officer who will review your application.
If you are particularly interested in a university, make sure you introduce
yourself to the admissions officer and follow up the visit with a email
expressing interest or asking questions.
* Take scholarship interviews seriously.
One university ruled out any student who did not ask questions after the
interview or was not prepared to Skype at the exact time of the interview.
e Optional SAT subject tests are really optional.

Although they might get you college credit at some schools, they seldom make
or break an acceptance decision if they are billed as optional.
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Stress and the IB program

e Stress is normal. Everything is a ‘stressor’, even good things. If
you care about it, you stress about it.

Credit: Inside Out, Disney, Pixar
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Stress Reduction

e Use CAS for stress reduction.
— Zumba Mondays
— Working out at the gym
— Organized sports
— Art classes
* Breathe app (also at http://www.stopbreathethink.org/)
* Reframing 4




Help students with time management; e Create your child’s homework schedule.
encourage the development of long-

term planning and skill in estimating the

length of tasks.

e Monitor the stress your child e Assume that staying up late every night
demonstrates. Ask questions. Is it one and feeling constantly anxious is the
class or the overall load? price of a rigorous program and the

ticket to a selective university.

e Ask questions and make gentle e Ban all technology.

suggestions about the use of social
media.




e Encourage a balance between beingan e Force adolescence to be all about
academic student and being a teenager school, homework and grades.
who has other activities and interests.

e Ask your child what s/he is learning and e Insist on “A’s”.
focus conversations on growth rather

than on grades.
e Recognize the greatest value of IB e Believe that the most important value
coursework is the richness of the of IB work is college credit.
learning experiences and the excellence
of the preparation for further learning.
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