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11400 South Lakes Drive  

Reston, VA 20191 
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Dear IB English II Student, 
 

Please read Candide by Voltaire. We strongly recommend the Penguin edition, translated by Theo Cuffe: 
 

ISBN-13: 978-0143039426 (preferred)  or ISBN-13: 978-0140455106 
 
We encourage you to purchase the text.  If you choose not to do so, a copy will be available for you to 
check out over the summer and return at the start of the school year. This version of the text has many 
helpful notes and is a contemporary translation. The satiric novel is also freely available online. We ask 
you to bring a printed copy to class for note-taking. The reading assignment will take 4-7 hours to 
complete. 
 

 Jumpstart Summer Assignment 
 

1. During the first two weeks of school, we will engage in a class discussion of the satirical elements 
of the novel. Consider the following questions as you read. 

● What institutions and human vices is Voltaire satirizing?  
● For each institution or vice that is satirized, consider what aspect of that institution or 

vice is worthy of ridicule? 
● For each institution or vice that is satirized, identify a satirical technique used by Voltaire 

that highlights the aspect worthy of satire.  
 
 

Assignment During First Few Weeks of School 
 
  

2. After 9/11/2017, one topic related to the context of the novel will be assigned to you. 
●  Topic: Voltaire 
●  Topic: Gottfried Leibniz 
● Topic: Colonization of South America and its Effect on the Native Population 
● Topic: Portuguese Inquisition (particularly the 1700s) 
● Topic: The Age of Enlightenment  

3. As you research, consult at least 3 sources. 
4. Create 10 note cards (bibliography cards) that include facts either paraphrased or directly quoted 

from the sources. Each note card should refer to its source. 
● If your topic is an author/philosopher: summarize his philosophy, define philosophical terms that 

are relevant to the author’s beliefs. Avoid summarizing biographical information. 
● If your topic is Colonization and: summarize the goals and outcomes of colonization, including the 

effects it had on the native populations.  
● If your topic is the Inquisition: identify perpetrators, victims, dates, torture methods, and 

purposes/effects. 
● If your topic is the Age of Enlightenment:  summarize its basic philosophical, social and religious 

 



precepts; briefly explain where and when it occurred; identify two persons (other than Voltaire)  who 
espoused its principles and briefly discuss each person’s contribution to the Enlightenment.   

5. The note cards will be used to help us develop a deeper understanding of cultural and contextual 
elements relevant to Candide.  You will present your research findings to the class in an oral 
presentation which is part of the IB curriculum.  The Candide presentations will occur during the 
first half of the first quarter. 

6. The note cards will be assessed according to the criteria on the next page of this assignment.  
 
We look forward to working with you during the upcoming year.  We have an exciting year ahead of us!   
 
  Valerie Padgett                   Laurence Ward 
  VRPadgett@fcps.edu                     LWard@fcps.edu 
 
 
Scoring criteria for research  assignment.  
 
 1 2 3 4 
Knowledge and 
understanding of the 
research subject(s) 
 
How much 
knowledge and 
understanding does 
the student show of 
the research 
subject(s)? 
 

There is little 
knowledge or 
understanding of the 
content of the 
work(s) presented. 

There is some 
knowledge and 
superficial 
understanding of the 
content of the work(s) 
presented. 

There is adequate 
knowledge and 
understanding of the 
content and some of 
the implications of the 
work(s) presented. 

There is very good 
knowledge and 
understanding of the 
content and most of the 
implications of the 
work(s) presented. 

Organization  
and critical 
apparatus. Critical 
apparatus: using a 
citation format 
consistently and 
accurately, clearly 
indicating author’s 
work. 

Work is generally 
disorganized and 
confused.  
Headings are very 
weak.  No 
attention is paid 
to critical 
apparatus.    

Work shows the 
beginnings of 
organization, but 
lacks logical order.  
Little attention is 
paid to critical 
apparatus.  

Work is basically 
organized, clear, 
and coherent. 
Headings are 
apparent.  When 
such devices are 
required, some 
attention is paid to 
critical apparatus. 

Work is usually well 
organized, clear, and 
coherent. Paragraph 
structure and 
transitions help to 
develop the ideas.  
When such devices are 
required, sufficient 
attention is paid to 
critical apparatus. 

8=A    7=B+     6=B    5=C+    4=C    3=D+    2=D    1-0=F  (50 points) 
 
These note cards will lead to completion of an IB external assessment 
 



 


